“Police shoot man.” NT News, 29 April 1990, p.3.

A man was shot by a Police Task Force team yesterday following two spearings and a day-long chase on Elcho Island. Although preparations were being made to medivac the man off the island late last night details of his condition were unavailable.

A task force team was called to the island, about 500 km north-east of Darwin after two people were speared on Thursday.

Officer in charge of Nhulunbuy Police, Senior Sergeant Colin Haymon, said one person was speared in the back and another in the hand. Both were flown to Nhulunbuy for medical treatment. 

A five-man task force unit was sent to Elcho Island late on Friday. 
“We deemed it necessary to run this fellow down.” Sgt Haymon said.

The man is understood to have a history of psychiatric disorders.

Sgt Haymon said the man was shot by police late yesterday. It is unknown whether he attempted to spear task force members during the chase.

“ISLANDERS WANT REVENGE.” NT News, 30 April 1990, pp. 1&2.

by John Loizou and David Rosenthal.

Some Elcho Island Aborigines want revenge against police who shot dead a man on the island on Saturday.

The tribal brother of the man wants the Ombudsman and the Federal Police to investigate the killing. The brother, Mr Richard Gandhuwuy, said he was seeking the advice of a lawyer today.

Mr Gandhuwuy the Galiwinku Community Council clerk, is attending a community management course at Batchelor College and was not at Elcho Island when his brother was killed.

But he asked today: “How could a group of task force police with all their training be frightened of a man who had only a knife?”
“Why was my brother shot dead? My brother has been mentally ill for a long time and the health and police authorities already know about this. Because he speared another man it was right for him to be arrested and he should have been taken to the court which could decide if he was really responsible for his actions and what should be done with him. But it was wrong that he was shot by police, especially when he was only carrying a knife.”
“Those police are specially trained and know how to take a knife from a man. It was their responsibility to to catch him alive. Of course he became excited and confused with so many police around him and with shots being fired...” 

My family and whole community at Galiwinku, both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal, are very upset by the way things were handled.”

A police task force was sent to Elcho Island, 500 km north-east of Darwin, on Friday to chase Gunmula Garrawurra, 42, after he speared another islander in the back on Thursday, puncturing his lung.

When police found him on Saturday afternoon, they fired warning shots but [the man] came at one officer brandishing what is believed to have been a penknife.

The NT Government – Galiwinku Council liaison officer, Mr Andy Hassan, said yesterday one of the island's two police aides, Mr Brian Gunbula, pleaded with the task force not to shoot the man.

The aide was told to leave the situation to the task force.

Then, from a range of four or five metres, a task force officer shot [the man] in the head, Mr Hassan said.

He said the police aides wanted to carry the wounded man to the town hospital, but the task force police would not allow him to be moved.

He said [the man] died three hours later at the scene of the shooting.

Darwin Detective Sergeant, Gary Casey said yesterday medical help was summoned to the scene bu Mr Hasson said it was hours before a medical plane arrived – while [the man] was “left in the bush”.

Police have mounted a full investigation into the shooting. A team of investigators and forensic experts under the supervision of Superintendent Robin Bullock are expected to return from Elcho today.

Sgt Casey said it had to be established whether it was the shooting was necessary. “It is being treated as a serious incident,” he said.

During the day-long hunt a man helping police was also speared by [the man] and received minor damage to his hand. Both injured men were flown to Royal Darwin Hospital and were in a satisfactory condition yesterday.

Photo – The deceased man's brother asks why was his brother shot dead. Picture: Peter Bennett.

“Island outraged by police killing.” NT News, 30 April 1990, p.2 (continued from page 1).

The Elcho Island, Groote Eylandt, Nhulunbuy, Milingimbi and Lake Evella  communities are deeply angered over the shooting. Mr Hassan said [the man] had a history of mental illness and had been restrained by police aides on several occasions. “He was not treated like a human being. He needed medical attention, not a bullet. He was a very skinny, weak man.” 

He said the council wanted a full investigation ans suggested an independent investigating body be involved.

Mr Hassan said a witness, Mr Jeffrey Wakudjuwuy, a relation a Garrawurra, had tried to persuade him to give up just before the shooting but was unsuccessful. Mr Wakudjuwuy was in shock yesterday and could not be contacted. 

Another council worker said if there has been a proper police presence on the island – which had been requested several times – the shooting would not have happened. The [council worker], who requested anonymity, said: “Around town (Garrawurra) was joke. Police aides handled him in the past: why were they pushed to one side? Why did it get to where a task force, armed to the teeth, was after one small man?”

He said the islander speared by Garrawurra on Thursday did not wish to take the matter any further.

Some Aborigines wanted revenge against the police, he said.

The Galiwinku Council, highly critical of the police “over-reaction”, sat in emergency session yesterday. The worker said it wanted to know who authorised the police task force.

Mr Hassan said the council would make a full statement later this week - “at the moment, the public is very hot.”

“Island wants apology from Palmer.” NT News, 2 May, 1990, p.2

The people of Elcho Island want the police Commissioner, Mr Mick Palmer, to apologise for the killing by the Task Force of an Aborigine armed with a knife last Saturday.

Initially, [the man], 42, who had speared two people was reported to have been armed with a penknife. But the Police Commissioner said the weapon he was shown had been a 13 cm-long serrated-edged fishing knife.

A Statement issued by the chairman of the Galiwinku Community Council, Mr Keith Djiniyini, says the people of Elcho Island were still in deep shock following the killing. They want the following questions answered:

· What did happen at Second Creek when the man was killed?

· Why was Garrawurra shot in the head?

· Who planned the Task Force strategy?

· Why was it not accompanied by a medical team.

They said they wanted the Federal and Northern Territory Governments to:

· Investigate the killing to the satisfaction of the Elcho Island community, with the coroner's inquest to be held on the island;

· A review of the police presence on Elcho Island,  the training of police aides and the use of equipment;

· A higher regard for the opinion of police aides in dealings with Aborigines;

· Due recognition of the council as the governing body responsible for “the ongoing co-operation official visitors” to Elcho Island;

Among the questions being asked by the community are:

· Why was there no consultation with the Galiwinku Community Council;

· Why the Task Force is needed?

· Why was there no medical team involved when the situation was thought to be dangerous?;

· Why did the Task Force use firearms?

· Did the police officer who killed Garrawurra have an alternative?

· If it had been necessary to fire why was the dead man's head the target?

· Why was the offer made by a local police aide to talk with the man rejected

“Elcho protest plan for funeral.” NT News, 8 May 1990, page 5.

Arnhem Land communities will stage a protest this week at the funeral of an Elcho Island man shot by police.

The burial service for [the deceased man] will be held at the island's Galiwinku township on Thursday. There will be no police in attendance following an order last Friday by the commissioner, Mr Mich Palmer, suspending police visits to the island.

Community representatives from north-east Arnhem Land will join hundreds of local mourners to protest at the behaviour of the NT Tactical Response Squad.

A member of the squad 10 days ago shot [the man] who inflicted spear wounds on two men before being tracked down.

An Elcho Police Aide reportedly pleaded with a task force member not to fire on Garrawurra before he was wounded by a single shotgun blast. He died at the scene after three hours without medical attention. 

Elcho Island's two police aides now have responsibility for all police duties until after a coroner's inquiry into [the man's] death. The aides have been trained by police but operate outside an official capacity.

The chairman of the Galiwinku Council, Mr Keith Djiniyini, said banners would be erected near the funeral site and chants raised against police interference in “local matters”.
“This is not the first time the police have come to the island in this way without any consultation,” he said. “They don't act like police. They're more like aggressive invaders.”
“The people here get very scared when they see other people carrying guns like that.”

Mr Djiniyini said there was deep anger at the shooting throughout Arnhem Land and the Tiwi Islands.

He hoped the funeral protest would convince senior police to stop “outsider” visits by police untrained in dealing with Aboriginal communities.

“Elcho tracker tells of death scene.” NT News, 19 September 1990, p.5.

An Aboriginal tracker who witnessed the shooting of a man earlier this year on Elcho Island, off north-eastern Arnhem Land, said the man did not run directly at a police officer who shot him.

The tracker, who can be identified only as Geoffrey, said the man was running toward a spot where spears had been left.

Nineteen of 24 Elcho Island residents have given evidence to the inquiry into the death of the 42-year-old man, whose name is suppressed according to another request by elders. 

The court was told the man suffered from a mental illness that would strike particularly during a full moon and would pass after a few days. During a full moon in April, the man speared one man in the back and stabbed another man in the hand.

The island's two police aides and a policeman from nearby Nhulunbuy organised a search after the attacker, a skilled bushman, could not be found. Tactical Response Group officers were called in when a member of the search party was speared in the hand after he shone a torch on the wanted man.

Geoffrey, who told the court he tried to talk to the man when he found him at the beach, said he had turned and ran away from the water.

A shot had been fired, and the man had run faster, taking out a knife which he held about head height.

Geoffrey said he had called to the man to stop but he had kept running. Earlier, the tracker had used an aerial photograph t o mark the positions of task force police, the man and a police aide.

The inquest is continuing.

“'We'll ban Elcho': police.” NT News, 4 June 1991, p.1.

The NT Police Association has threatened to ban police from serving on Elcho Island..
“The whole incident has been lost in the fight for Aboriginal politics,” [association general secretary] Gary Mosely said. “The islanders reaction is all in aid of self-determination. They want their own law ans nothing to do with white law. There is no point to police being in a community if that community have no goodwill or co-operation towards police.”

A Galiwinku community spokesman said a town meeting would be held to decide when police would be allowed back on to the island. 
“Our community does not think justice has been done,” he said.

Galiwinku has not had a policeman on the island in more than a year.

“Elcho inquest hopes likely to be dashed.” NT News, 21 August 1990, p.5.

An inquest into the death of an Aborigine shot by the Police task Force resumes at Galiwinku today. It is the first such inquest to be held on Elcho Island following demands from Aborigines. But good intentions might not be sufficient to save Aborigines from disappointment as JOHN LOIZOU who attended the first two days of the inquest, reports.

· Why was the injured man not taken to the Galiwinku hospital after being shot?

In particular they want to hear the story from Senior Constable Bruce Grant, the young policeman who fired the fatal shot. But that is not likely to happen.

Just two days have been set aside for this session of the hearing and unless Mr Alasdair McGregor decides otherwise that is not likely to be sufficient time for the police to give evidence.

Here it should be noted, the hours of the hearing will be shortened by the need of the coroner, counsel assisting, the three lawyers for the police association and the Territory Government as well as any witnesses who do not live at Galiwinku to be ferried by air to and from Nhulunbuy each day.

The lawyer engaged by the North Australian Legal Aid Service to represent the family of the dead man, Victorian David Ross, QC, and his junior, Ms Sue Cox, will stay at Galiwinku.

Mr Ross has shown himself a formidable advocate. In a barely disguised effort to show that the Task Force over-reacted he has shown the dead man was just 167 cm tall and weighed 40 kg, that it was not uncommon for him to become violent with the phases of the moon and that his own people had always been able to deal with him without the help of the Task Force.

In a gesture that had both the magistrate and spectators agog he drew a knife blade violently across his bare arm, to show that the knife with which the dead man was armed not only had a broken-handle but was blunt.

So effective was Mr Ross's orchestration of his admittedly home-town supporters that it prompted the lawyer for the Police Association and Senior Constable Grant, John Reeves, to seek relief.

He asked Mr McGregor to remind the Aborigines they were in a court of law and should not boo.

“'No hope' for victim': Pathologist tells of gunshot wound.” NT News, 25 January 1991, p.5.

By Cherie Beach

A forensic pathologist doubts the victim of a police shooting would have survived even if he had been shot outside a hospital. 

The man – whose name was suppressed at the request of tribal elders – died from a single shot to the head fired by task force policeman Senior Constable Bruce Grant at Wal Wal Beach 15 km from the Elcho Island town ship of Galiwinku on April 28 last year.

Dr Roy Cummings told the inquest the death may have occurred up to two hours after he was shot.

He said the wound pattern was consistent with spread patterns created if the firearm used was 7 metres away from the man.

He did not know how the man's body was moved from the shooting scene to an aircraft at Elcho Island before being flown to Darwin.

Senior Constable Majid “didn’t bother” checking the man's medical record before leaving Nulunbuy to assist in the search despite having access to it.

The inquest continues today.

Finding by Coroner Alasdair McGregor. 3 June 1991.

The deceased died of the effects of a shot-gun wound to the head on a beach near Galiwinku on Elcho Island. The shot was fired by a Senior Constable of the Task Force within the Northern Territory Police Force.

The Coroner found the evidence insufficient to put any person upon his trial for any indictable offence.

Summing Up – Circumstances of death.

The deceased suffered from schizophrenia. When the illness came upon him he would often leave the Yolngu community on Elcho Island and live by himself. He was sometimes brought to the Gove or Darwin [hospitals] for treatment. On one of these occasions he was captured by his nephew and uncle.

On 5 February 1990 a house burnt down. Everyone believed the deceased was responsible. The deceased then threw a spear at a member of the community on 28 April 1990 which resulted in a pierced lung.

The Constable on Elcho Island called in two other police officers from Nhulunbuy. Together with the Yolngu Police Aides they began a search for the deceased. They saw the deceased among rocks below a cliff and a volunteer shone a torch into his eyes. The deceased threw a spear at him which struck the volunteer's hand. Later that night the deceased was seen with a painted body, a rope around his waist and a knife. However, the knife was reported to as a machete to the police.

On 27 April five members of the Police Task Force flew to the island. The deceased was found to be at Dhayiri, a few kilometres by boat. Two relatives went out to meet him while the Task Force, Police and Police Aides came up behind the deceased. The deceased talked with his two relatives but realised there were people behind him. He then ran to get this spears, which were now behind the position of the police. The Task Force Sergeant stood up and shouted at the deceased to stop The Sergeant fired three shots in the air. The deceased zigzagged and started running towards the Senior Constable. The deceased then pulled a knife from his trousers. The Senior Constable yelled at the deceased to drop the knife. The Constable then lowered his shotgun and shot the deceased. The deceased was about 7 meters from the Constable. The deceased died an hour later.

Issues

The Coroner found that evidence from the police and Yolngu people was generally consistent. However, their perspectives offered as to the appropriateness of certain actions. The Yolngu generally felt that the deceased should have been left to himself until his sickness left him. The police, however, believed they were under the responsibility to protect the community who had been seriously affected twice by the deceased. 

The Coroner held that apprehension of the deceased was necessary. However, he was critical of the police approach to the matter. He found that the Task Force should have consulted closely with the Community Council and that the deceased's uncle, a Police Aide, should not have been kept at the back of group but allowed to call out to the deceased to stop. This omission was further compounded by the use of English and warning shots which the deceased probably would not have understood.

He also criticised the police for not allowing the uncle near the deceased's body in accordance with Yolngu custom. The Coroner declined, however, to criticise the delay in the arrival of medical services, given the remoteness of the location. 

The Coroner held that there was insufficient evidence to put the Senior Constable or any other person on trial for an indictable offence. He found that the evidence indicated the Constable was acting in self-defence, particularly due to the knowledge of the deceased's accuracy with spears and the report of the knife as a machete.

Royal Commission Recommendations Breached

IR 32 Police who interact with Aboriginal people be trained in culture and background in order that communication is possible.

R215 Police to introduce procedures for local negotiation on police methods and perceived problems.

R228 Interaction between police and Aboriginal people to be a large part of police training – to include Aboriginal disadvantage, social and historical aspects and the history of Aboriginal/police relations.
